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Facts Sheet
Wildlife Law Enforcement - LAGA
Every 15 minutes, on average, an elephant is killed illegally in Africa to feed an insatiable demand for ivory
These criminal networks, operating through sophisticated chains of intermediaries, steal the heritage and the natural resources of countries and communities...” 

Achim Steiner,  UN Under Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director
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The Last Great Ape Organisation - LAGA
WILDLIFE: FACTS AND FIGURES 
PART I: Facts
A. Introduction
The killing of Africa’s wildlife species has being on going at an unbelievable pace and size over the years and it has become an issue of grave concern not only for conservationists but for governments and the international community as well. Everyday people are waking up and understanding the grim realities that wildlife species are being butchered at industrial scales year in, year out; paving the way for the extinction of record numbers of species in the nearest future. 

Tremendous efforts have been made to conserve the species and stem the wave of wildlife crime and extinction but this has met with nothing short of failure. Present conservation efforts may be well-intentioned but the monumental losses   of Africa’s major wildlife populations over the years make such a failure all the more evident. There are long term solutions for the wildlife crisis but for the endangered species these long term solutions shall definitely come too late. Without immediate action to provide the missing ingredient in the wildlife conservation formula – creating the deterrent factor, we shall be bidding farewell to the remaining endangered species of the continent. The survival of the endangered species demands a paradigm shift, one that leads to tangible results, that is law enforcement. To understand wildlife law enforcement as the immediate action to save the species of the continent, we compiled some statistics on some of Africa’s iconic wildlife species. 
B. Wildlife Crime
1. “Over the past few years wildlife trafficking has become more organized, more lucrative, more widespread, and more dangerous than ever before,” Secretary Clinton said. “We are increasingly seeing wildlife trafficking has serious implications for the security and prosperity of people around the world.
Source: http://worldwildlife.org/stories/secretary-of-state-clinton-calls-for-end-to-illegal-wildlife-trafficking
2. Organised criminal groups have seen the advantages of wildlife trafficking as they consider it to be high profit and low risk, thereby generating huge sums of money with little dangers of prosecution. This pattern has created enough incentives for sophisticated criminal networks to join the crime. 

Source: http://www.dalberg.com/documents/WWF_Wildlife_Trafficking.pdf
3. Europol, Interpol, the UNODC, and US State Department have all stated that trafficking has strong links to organised crime and terrorism and poses a serious threat to regional stability and security, and has a devastating effect to endangered species and biodiversity around the world.
Source: http://site.d66.nl/gerbrandy/document/eu_action_plan_against_wildlife/f=/vj7iilz6wlmw.pdf
4. World leaders meeting in New York for the UN 67th annual meeting in 2012 highlighted that wildlife trafficking along other severe threats such as corruption and drug trafficking threaten the rule of law. 

Source: http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/9/25/un-recognizes-wildlife-crime-as-threat-to-rule-of-law.html
5. An estimated $10 billion per year is generated by the global illegal wildlife trafficking ranking it alongside arms, drugs and human trafficking as the largest criminal transnational activities.  

Source: http://worldwildlife.org/stories/secretary-of-state-clinton-calls-for-end-to-illegal-wildlife-trafficking
6. In a new report commissioned by WWF, the illicit trade in wildlife is estimated to worth at least US$ 19 billion per year, ranking it the fourth largest illegal global trade after narcotics, counterfeiting and human trafficking.

Source: http://wwf.panda.org/?207054/Illegal-wildlife-trade-threatens-national-security-says-WWF-report
7. “Wildlife crime has escalated alarmingly in the past decade. It is driven by global crime syndicates, and so we need a concentrated global response,” says Jim Leape, Director General of WWF International

Source: http://wwf.panda.org/?207054/Illegal-wildlife-trade-threatens-national-security-says-WWF-report
8. “These criminals operate across national borders and through international shipment routes; have significant financial support; understand and utilise new technologies, and are often well-armed. They do not hesitate to use violence or threats of violence against those who try to stand in their way, and constantly adapt their tactics to avoid detection and prosecution.” John Scanlon CITES Secretary General 
Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/blog/2013/mar/01/cites-animals-illegal-trade 

9. “These criminal networks, operating through sophisticated chains of intermediaries, steal the heritage and the natural resources of countries and communities...” Achim Steiner,  UN Under Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director
Source: http://www.un-grasp.org/news/121-download

10. “Besides driving many endangered species towards extinction, illegal wildlife trade strengthens criminal networks, undermines national security, …”, from report, Fighting illicit wildlife trafficking: A consultation with governments 
Source: http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/12/12/illegal-wildlife-trade-threatens-national-security-says-wwf.html
11. Increasing demands mostly  because of the rise in the economies of Asian countries has multiplied profits for wildlife products 

Source: PDF paper on website:  http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/11/14/fuller-symposium-focuses-on-wildlife-crime.html
12. Increasing depletion of protected wildlife species has rendered scarcity possible and a corresponding rise in prices. This enables an even greater poaching of scarce species. 

Source: http://www.plosbiology.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pbio.0040415

13. Perception of wildlife crime as a low level offence has led to weak law enforcement and absence of criminal law enforcement in some countries making wildlife trafficking a low risk activity

Source: http://www.dalberg.com/documents/WWF_Wildlife_Trafficking.pdf
14. Criminal syndicates use existing structures of drugs and arms trafficking to traffic wildlife products. 

Source: PDF paper on website:  http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/11/14/fuller-symposium-focuses-on-wildlife-crime.html
15. One of the means by which this is carried is through corruption of high level and frontline law enforcement officials. 

Source: PDF paper on website:  http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/11/14/fuller-symposium-focuses-on-wildlife-crime.html
16. Profits from wildlife trafficking is used to fund wars, civil conflicts, terrorist activities and the purchase of weapons as much of the trade in illegal wildlife is carried out by sophisticated criminal networks that have established international connections.  

Source: Source: PDF paper on website:  http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/11/14/fuller-symposium-focuses-on-wildlife-crime.html
17. The illegal wildlife trade is driving  wildlife species to extinction around the world today 
Source: http://www.dalberg.com/documents/WWF_Wildlife_Trafficking.pdf
18. The current global approach to ﬁghting illicit wildlife trafﬁcking is failing, contributing to the instability of society and threatening the existence of some illegally traded species

Source: http://www.dalberg.com/documents/WWF_Wildlife_Trafficking.pdf
19.  Some estimates show that the illicit animal trade is worth more  than $10 billion annually in China. 
20. Most recently, Africa has become a provider of smuggled animal parts to feed the Chinese hunger. In recent years, the ivory trade has boomed in China — particularly in Guangzhou, where even the airport has a shop that sells nothing but ornate carvings made from elephant tusks.
Source: http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/china/101014/border-trafficking-endangered-species-animals
21. China ranks as the world’s largest market for illegal trade in wildlife, and wildlife products

22. Globally, the volume and diversity of traded and consumed species have increased to phenomenal and unprecedented levels, contributing to very intense species loss. In Southeast Asia alone, where the illegal trade in wildlife is estimated to be worth $8-$10 billion per year, wildlife is harvested at many times the sustainable level, decimating ecosystems and driving species to extinction.

Source: http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2011/06/illegal-wildlife-trade-felbabbrown

23. The grisly trade in wild animals is underpinned by slaughter, smuggling and money-laundering. It's time to get serious.
Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/blog/2013/mar/01/cites-animals-illegal-trade
C. The Elephant

1. A report published by WCS says the African forest elephant has declined by 62% within the last 10 years.

http://www.wcs.org/saving-wildlife/elephants/african-forest-elephant.aspx
2. Every 15 minutes, on average, an elephant is killed illegally in Africa to feed an insatiable demand for ivory.

Source: http://awionline.org/awi-quarterly/2013-winter/elephant-slaughter-escalates-illegal-ivory-market-thrives
3. 1.3  million elephants lived in Africa in 1979 before the 1989 ivory trade ban and the slaughter rate by poachers at the time was 7.4%
4. Less than 470 000 elephants live today in Africa and the slaughter rate is 8%

Source: http://animalstime.com/are-elephants-endangered-why-are-elephants-endangered/
http://www.cntraveler.com/features/2010/06/Africa-s-Elephants-On-the-Firing-Line
5. 3.9 tonnes of ivory were seized in 2006 in Hong Kong, investigations proved it was shipped from Cameroon.

Source: http://stephenslab.uchicago.edu/MSpapers/Wasser2008.pdf

6. In 2011 alone poachers killed approximately between 25.000 and 40.000 elephants, more than the total of the preceding decade. With this level of killings the current wild elephant population will be gone in 10-15 years.

Source : http://www.cntraveler.com/features/2010/06/Africa-s-Elephants-On-the-Firing-Line
7. More than 300 elephants were killed in Bouba Ndjidda National Park early 2012 by suspected Sudanese poachers riding on horse backs.

Source: http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/cameroon-arms-elephant-poachers-calling-army-article-1.1225884
8. In early February 2013 the WCS revealed that Gabon’s Minkebe Park has lost 11,100 elephants since 2004. Gabon contains over half of Africa’s forest elephants, with a population estimated at over 40,000

Source: http://www.wcs.org/press/press-releases/gabon-elephant-slaughter.aspx
9. Another survey released later that month found that the supposedly well-protected Okapi Faunal Reserve in the DRC has lost 5,100 elephants in the past 15 years. Many of them were killed during the worst years of that country’s 1996-2003 civil war.

Source: http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/2013/04/02/poachers-killed-62-percent-forest-elephants/
10. 22 elephants killed in Garamaba National Park, DRC in March 2012. The Park shelters an estimated 2000 – 3000 elephants which is one of the biggest remaining populations elephants in Central Africa

Source: http://www.african-parks.org/News_24_Tragic+elephant+poaching+incident+in+Garamba.html
11. 86 elephants were slaughtered in March 2013 by poachers and within the same period 40 more were killed in the forests of South East Cameroon

Source: http://www.inquisitr.com/591559/elephant-poaching-war-heats-up-in-central-africa/
12. The Wildlife Conservation Society estimates there are about 100 000 forest elephants remaining in Central Africa
Source: http://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/central-africa-forest-elephant-crises-1.1480914#.UW1wt7WQUes
13. 5,000 elephants have been killed by poachers over the past five years around the Nouabale Ndoki National Park in the Republic of Congo.

Source : http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/23/5000-elephants-killed-in-_n_1541158.html
14. Between 1979 and 1989, nearly half of Africa’s elephants were killed for ivory.

15. There were 80 000 elephants in the Central African Republic 30 years ago, their numbers has been reduced to just a few thousand

Source: http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2013/04/26/poaching-blamed-for-62-percent-drop-in-central-africas-elephant-population/
16. The Democratic Republic of Congo is home to 70% of the elephant population in Central Africa but now there are only 7000 to 10 000 elephants left in the DRC

Source http://wildlifeconservationnetwork.org/wildlife/elephant2.html

17. “China is clearly driving the illegal ivory trade more than any other nation on earth,” Tom Milliken, an elephant expert with the wildlife trade-monitoring network Traffic. Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/02/world/asia/an-illicit-trail-of-african-ivory-to-china.html?pagewanted=all
18. “Evidence is irrefutable that China bears the main responsibility for the elephant poaching crisis yet it continues to hide behind a facade of denial... China could end the killing by immediately closing its domestic ivory markets and severely punishing citizens engaged in illegal ivory trade. But it chooses ivory trinkets for a luxury market over live elephants.” Steve Itela, Director of Youth for Conservation

Source http://www.the-star.co.ke/news/article-113025/cites-convention-fails-protect-african-elephant
19. In a report published by IUCN “All 54 elephant hunters interviewed were commercial hunters, as distinct from subsistence hunters. They hunted for profit, not food. Only three (5.6%) of them killed elephants primarily for meat, one each in Cameroon, CAR and DRC. Ivory was the stated primary motivation for 49 (90.7%).”

20. “Meat is an important by-product of these hunts, along with other parts from the elephant, and these non-ivory products are often part of the incentive for hunters and porters to participate in arduous elephant hunts”

21. Illegal killing for ivory and meat are closely linked

Source: http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/ssc_op_045.pdf
22. Ivory is reportedly bought at $100 per kg ($45 per pound) from poachers, and sold for $2,100 in China.

Source : http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/24/african-elephants-could-be-extinct-in-wild-within-decades-say-experts 

23. In central Africa, the hardest-hit part of the continent, the regional elephant population has declined by 64 percent in a decade, a finding of the new study that supports another recent estimate developed from field surveys.
Source : http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/08/140818-elephants-africa-poaching-cites-census/
24. An estimated 100,000 elephants were killed for their ivory between 2010 and 2012 according to new research by a team including Oxford University scientists.

…These losses are driving declines in the world's wild African elephants on the order of 2-3% a year

25. Over the last decade, the Proportion of Illegally Killed Elephants (PIKE) has climbed from 25% to 60-70%. Such figures are causing alarm amongst conservationists, as the study shows over 54% is a level of poaching that elephant birth rates are unable to overcome and will lead to population decline

Source : http://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2014-08-19-100000-african-elephants-killed-three-years
CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES, (for populations of Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe)  Threatened Species, 

Appendix I of CITES (all other populations)

Source: Source: http://www.cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php
IUCN Red list classification : Vulnerable

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/12392/0
· Ivory smuggling case study

· In 2006, a container full of used tires arrives in Douala from Hong Kong and is sent to a house in Yaounde, Cameroon’s capital.

· The container’s false compartment is loaded with 3.9 tons of ivory, and the rest is filled with timber.

· A ship takes the container from Douala to Hong Kong, where customs officials inspect the shipment, find the hidden ivory, and alert Cameroon’s government.

· The government requests that the LAGA team trace the operation; they do, to the house in Yaounde.

· At the house, Cameroon customs officials and LAGA members discover two more modified containers with ivory traces and paperwork indicating the transport of at least 12 previous shipments along that route. According to investigators, around 5,500 elephants may have been killed.

· LAGA members collect physical evidence from the containers; DNA tests suggest that the ivory came from hundreds of closely related elephants living in Gabon, igniting international alarm about the resurgence of poaching.

· The LAGA and government investigators gather enough evidence to have the three main suspects tried on customs and wildlife charges.

Source: http://www.cntraveler.com/daily-traveler/2012/10/laga-busts-smuggling-ring-africa-wildlife-customs-crimes
D. The Great Apes

1. An estimated 3000 gorillas and 4000 chimpanzees are killed each year for wildlife trafficking

Source : http://www.dumondconservancy.org/content/conservation/bushmeat-poaching-trade-leads-ape-extinction
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/why-are-chimps-chimpanzees-endangered.html
2. Between 150 000 – 200 000 chimpanzees live in significant populations remaining today only in Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon and Cameroon.

Source :http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/endangered_species/great_apes/chimpanzees/
3. The Cross River Gorilla is estimated at less than 300 individuals in the wild, living in the border areas between Cameroon and Nigeria.

4. http://www.yog2009.org/index.php?view=article&catid=46%3Agorillaspecies&id=68%3Acrgspeciesinfo&option=com_content&Itemid=70
Source : UNEP Publication,  Stolen Apes: The illicit Trade in Chimpanzees, Gorillas, Bonobos and Orangutans

5. Jane Goodall world renowned primatologist estimates that the chimpanzee may be extinct in the wildlife by the turn of 2020.

Source: http://www.dumondconservancy.org/content/conservation/bushmeat-poaching-trade-leads-ape-extinction
6. The population of chimpanzee in Cote d’Ivoire is estimated to have fallen from 100 000 in 1960 to  1000  today. The most recent count turned up 800 to 1,200 chimps representing a 90% drop. 
Source : http://grist.org/article/chimps/
7. Central chimpanzees are the most numerous, with about 80,000 found in Gabon and Congo, eastern chimpanzees number about 13,000 though the estimates from DRC are very rough, and western chimpanzees are very patchily distributed with no more than 12,000 remaining (Oates 1996).

8. Even in Gabon and Congo, widely considered stronghold countries for chimpanzees, populations are declining at a rate of at least 4.7% per year (Walsh et al. 2003).

Source :http://pin.primate.wisc.edu/factsheets/entry/chimpanzee/cons

9. Gorilla populations are estimated as: Eastern Lowland Gorilla: less than 3000, Mountain Gorilla less than 720, Western Lowland Gorilla 100 000 and Cross River Gorilla – 300

Source : http://www.endangeredspeciesinternational.org/gorillas.html
10. "With the current accelerated rate of poaching for bush meat and habitat loss, the gorilla of the Greater Congo Basin may now disappear from most of their present range within 10 to 15 years," said UNEP's Christian Nellemann
Source:http://www.thenational.ae/news/world/africa/congo-gorillas-close-to-extinction
11. The Cross River gorilla is fewer than 300, in 11 sub-populations  and it is the most endangered kind of gorilla. In the 1970s it was thought to be extinct in Nigeria and heading that way in Cameroon, but recent surveys conclude there are 75–110 individuals in Nigeria and 125–185 in Cameroon (Oates et al., 2007).

12. The Cross River Gorilla featured in the IUCN list of the World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates 2008–2010

13. In the mid-1990s, the population of Eastern Lowland Gorillas was estimated to be about 17,000 (plus or minus 8,000) with 86 per cent living in Kahuzi-Biega National Park (KBNP) and the adjacent Kasese Forest (Hall et al., 1998). Since then, a decade of civil war, refugee crises and Bushmeat hunting – especially to provide unregulated coltan and cassiterite mines (Redmond, 2001) – is thought to have caused a significant decline. Insecurity in the region has prevented accurate surveys, but the surviving population is thought likely to be below 5,000.

14. The Bwindi population was not accurately surveyed until the early 1990s when it was found to number between 290 and 310 (Butynski, 2001)
Source: http://www.unep.org/pdf/GorillaStand_screen.pdf
15. According to the UNEP Report : Stolen Apes The Illicit Trade in Chimpanzees, Gorillas, Bonobos and Orangutans, It is likely that as many as 22 218 wild great apes were lost between 2005 and 2011 related to the illegal trade. 

Source: http://www.un-grasp.org/news/121-download

16. One study in northern Congo (Brazzaville) showed 5-7% of chimpanzee and gorilla populations were killed each year.

17. In Equatorial Guinea, one monkey - the crowned geunon - is being hunted at 28 times the sustainable level.

18. A 12 month study in Brazzaville counted 15,000 animal carcasses at bushmeat markets, including 293 chimpanzees.

19. Some estimates suggest that several thousand apes are killed every year across West and Central Africa.

Source: http://www.4apes.com/bushmeat/report/bushmeat.pdf
CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES, (Gorillas and chimpanzees)

Source: p://www.cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php

IUCN Red list classification : Critically Endangered (Gorillas)

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/9404/0
IUCN Red list classification : Endangered (Chimpanzees)

Source: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15933/0
E.The lion

1. The continent's lion population has shrunk by 75% in the past two decade. "The facts are these lions are declining at such a pace. We will have nothing left in a few years," conservation group Walking for Lions (WFL) founder Marcus Roodbol

2. “Wild African lions are at risk of extinction by the year 2020 unless drastic measures are taken to save them” warns Christina Bush, Wildlife Photographer and Conservationist
3. According to Panthera, a wildcat conservation group, lions have vanished from over 80% percent of their historic range and are extinct in 26 countries

4. Only seven countries, Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe are believed to each contain more than 1 000 lions

5. Kenya alone loses around 100 wild lions every year due to human contact. Experts believe there will be no more wild lions left in Kenya by 2030.
Source: http://www.timeslive.co.za/scitech/2013/04/15/wild-lions-nearing-extinction

6. In 1960, there were 400,000 lions living in the wild. 

Source: http://www.npr.org/2011/03/02/133999157/without-intervention-lions-heading-for-extinction
7. Two surveys conducted in 2002 provide the first estimate of current lion populations with some statistical accuracy: The African Lion Working Group (ALWG) estimated 23,000, with a range of 16,500-30,000. 
8. It was estimated that 43% of lions reside in just four populations in three countries, and 45% of locations with lion prides are comprised of less than 70 animals

Source : http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/lion-reintroduction.html#cr
9. A new research published in 2012 the Journal Biodiversity and Conservation and by Jason Riggio et al estimates the lion population at 32 000. Jason Riggio (Duke University Nicholas School of the Environment) Luke Dollar.  Dollar is a co-author of the paper and the grants program director of National Geographic’s Big Cats Initiative (BCI) that provided partial funding for this work says. “Of the estimated 32,000-35,000 lions, more than 5,000 of them are located in small, isolated populations, putting their survival in doubt. The research will help us better identify areas in which we can make a difference.” 

Source: http://lionalert.org/page/Lion_Population_2012
10. In the 1980s there were just about 150 000 to 200 000 lions left in the wild.  Today, the population of lions is estimated at between 18 000 t0 25 000 with a 90% drop in just 20 years and Kenya has 10% of the figure "
Source: http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/africa-lions.html#cr
11. “That represents a 90 to 95 percent decline," says National Geographic explorer-in-residence Dereck Joubert.  

Sources:http://www.npr.org/2011/03/02/133999157/without-intervention-lions-heading-for-extinction
12. Only nine countries contain at least 1,000 lions. 
Source : http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/04/africa-lion-population-statistics-2012_n_2236342.html

13. The lion population in West Africa is estimated to be less than 1000

Source http://www.zoocrew.eu/conservation.php?mode=archive&id=3
14. The United States is the largest importer of lion trophies, parts and products. Annually, an average of about 500 lion trophies or skins enter the country from hunts in Africa. According to a recent study by Animal Planet, there are an estimated 2 000 trophy/canned facilities across the United States

Source http://youthforwildlife.com/lions.html
15. Only 13 lions exist in the Waza national park, in Cameroon, says Pricelia Tumenta, lion researcher and lecturer at the University of Dschang. The lion population in Waza  has declined from 100 in 1962 and 60 in 2002 to a mere 13. 
CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES, Threatened Species, 
Source: http://www.felineconservation.org/feline_species/lion.htm
IUCN Red list classification : Vulnerable

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15951/0
F. The Rhino

1. The West African black rhino has officially been declared extinct following failures in 2006 to find any traces  of the animal in North of Cameroon which was its last refuge. 

Source : http://www.iucn.org/media/news_releases/?8548/Another-leap-towards-the-Barometer-of-Life
2. The poaching of rhinos has exploded in the last few years. In South-Africa alone, the killings grew from 13 in 2007 to 668 in 2012
Source:http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/6557/0
3. Limpopo National Park officials in Mozambique announced in May 2013 that poachers have killed all rhinos in park

Source : http://www.livescience.com/29065-poachers-kill-rhinos-in-mozambique-park.html
4. Because of its translucent appearance rhino horns have been traded over long  years. They are used to carve cups and bowls. In the 1960 – 1970 it was primarily used for ceremonial dagger handles known as jambiyas in Yemen. 

Source:http://www.savetherhino.org/rhino_info/threats_to_rhino/poaching_for_traditional_chinese_medicine/supply_and_demand_the_illegal
5. Without any significant scientific evidence to back this, the  horn is ground into fine powder or produced as tablets to be used for treating several illnesses including strokes, fevers, cancers and  as aphrodisiac etc 

Source: The World Trade in Rhino Horn: A Review 

1. A Traffic Network Report 

By Nigel Leader-Williams (Available on http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report2.pdf)
6.  It is a known fact that at least 90% of Rhino horns, end up in Vietnam
Source : http://notenoughgood.com/2013/03/rhinos-in-the-dark/

7. The global rhinoceros population has been reduced by about 90 per cent in the last 40 years

Source : http://www.asialifemagazine.com/vietnam/rhino-horn-trade-in-vietnam/
8. Black Rhino has declined by an estimated 97.6% since 1960 with numbers bottoming out at 2,410 in 1995

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/6557/0
9. As of 31 December 2010, there were an estimated 20,170 White Rhino in the wild The majority (98.8%) of White Rhino occur in just four countries (South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Kenya) 

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/4185/0
10. In the only confirmed surviving wild population in Garamba National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Northern White Rhino (C. s. cottoni) numbers  declined rapidly from 30 in April 2003 due to an upsurge in poaching, and surveys in 2006 confirmed the presence of only four rhinos (Emslie et al. 2006). Numbers are believed to have stood at around 2,360 in 1960 (Emslie and Brooks 1999). It is now considered to have gone extinct. 
Source: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/4185/0
11. At the beginning of the 20th century there were 500,000 rhinos across Africa and Asia. In 1970 there were 70,000. Today, there are fewer than 29,000 rhinos surviving in the wild.

Source : http://www.savetherhino.org/rhino_info/rhino_population_figures
12. In the last 10 years, their numbers have declined by up to 20%, and it's estimated that as few as 125,000 hippos remain in Africa.

13. The Democratic Republic of the Congo and West African countries have seen the sharpest hippo declines; if the trend continues, the hippo could become extinct in these areas

CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES, (black and white rhinos)

Source: http://www.cites.org/common/prog/economics/iucn-trademeasuresinCITES3.pdf
IUCN Red list classification : Critically Endangered (black rhino)
Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/6557/0
IUCN Red list classification : Near threatened (white rhino)

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/4185/0
G. The Cheetah


1. A recent study shows that the cheetah is extinct in Cameroon but there are still remnant  populations of the animal in the Central African Republic and Chad.
2. Only an estimated 10 00 to 12 500 cheetahs  remain in the wild and Namibia alone has a population of about 3000.
Source:http://www.largecarnivoresafrica.com/cheetah/ http://www.leofoundation.org/downloads/CN55%20-%20de%20Iongh%20et%20al.pdf
Source : http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/cheetahs-and-african-wild-dogs-disappear-completely-from-cameroon.html
3. Given Myers (1975) estimated 15,000 cheetahs in Africa in the 1970s, a decline of at least 30% is suspected over the past 18 years
Source: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/219/0
CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES
Source : http://www.cites.org/gallery/species/mammal/cheetah.htmlhttp:// 

IUCN Red list classification : Critically endangered 

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/221/0
H. The Hippopotamus

1. Information collected from 34 African countries suggests that the total population of the common hippo in the whole of Africa is about 157,000 animals. 
2. They are not common in West Africa and the population is split into a number of small groups totalling about 7,000 spread over 19 countries.

3. Numbers are decreasing in 18 African countries and are stable in only six.

4. Populations most at risk are those in West Africa. Many of the groups there contain less than 50 animals each and in order to be relatively free from the risk of extinction, each population should probably number around 500. Source : http://www.ypte.org.uk/animal/hippopotamus/130
5. The population of the hippo has declined by 30% in sub-Saharan Africa. 
6. The status of hippos population in Virunga National Park has collapsed since the early 1990s and crashed in the early 2000s to 5% of the 1970 population.

Source : https://sites.google.com/a/aag.org/mycoe-servir/the-team/democratic-republic-of-congo 
7. The group of countries comprising Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin and Burkina Faso have perhaps 2,000 hippos, 

8. Nigeria and Niger have a population of 500 

9. Cameroun, Central Africa Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon and the Congo are unlikely to contain more than 2,500 altogether

10. In the early 1950s the Queen Elizabeth Park, Uganda population numbered 21,000 but this was reduced to some 14,000 through culling. The population was further reduced by heavy illegal hunting during the Idi Amin regime and was counted at about 2,000 animals in 1989.
11. The largest numbers in East Africa occurred in eastern Zaire - about 30,000 in 1993 - but HSG (2004) place their present numbers between 2,000 - 4,000.
Source:       http://www.nnf.org.na/RARESPECIES/InfoSys/Hippo/Numbers&distribution/Africa.htm
12. An aerial census conducted in 2006 put the hippo population in Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) at 629.

13. This represents a 98% crash in numbers since the 1970s, when there were some 30,000 animals, according to the Frankfurt Zoological Society based in Germany, which carried out the census.

14. In 2006 about 400 hippos were been slain, according to Emmanuel de Merode, head of the Africa Conservation Fund based in Kenya.

15. The killing was blamed on Congolese militia currently operating inside the park. The rebels are believed to be eating and selling hippo meat and taking the animals' teeth for ivory
16. There is an increasing demand for hippo teeth in the illegal ivory trade, due largely to the ban on elephant ivory. Many items that appear to be carved from small elephant tusks are in fact made from hippo canines.
Source: http://www.stlzoo.org/animals/abouttheanimals/mammals/hoofedmammals/hippopotamus/
            Source: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/10/061024-hippo-congo.html
CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES
Source : http://www.cites.org/gallery/species/mammal/hippo.html
IUCN Red list classification : Vulnerable

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/10103/0
I. The African Leopard

1. Leopards have vanished from almost 40% of their historic range in Africa

Source: http://www.panthera.org/species/leopard
2. Leopards have dropped from 700 000 to 50 000 within the last 50 years

Source: http://c4global.com/resources/2012/Dec2012_Big_Cat_Week.pdf

3. Leopard population figures are estimated at greater than 50,000 mature breeding individuals,

Source: http://www.safarinow.com/cms/african-leopard/irie.aspx
CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES

Source : http://www.largecarnivoresafrica.com/leopard/
IUCN Red list classification : Near threatened

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15954/0
J. The African Grey Parrot
1. For at least 50 years, grey parrots have been among the most internationally-traded wild birds on earth

2. African grey parrots are the most populous non-human Africans outside of Africa

3. Up-to-date research estimate that more than 4 million grey parrots have been captured for the wild-caught bird trade, for their feathers and heads, or simply for bushmeat.

4. Local extinctions have occurred throughout their range with grey parrots disappearing from forests in Uganda, Rwanda, Cameroon, Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Congo-Brazzaville, Central African Republic, and elsewhere in central and West Africa.

5. An estimated 21% of the global population every year of African grey parrots are captured each year. 

6. An estimated 21% of the global population every year of African grey parrots are captured 

7. In 1975, a mind-boggling estimated 7.5 million wild-caught birds were traded around the world. 

8. By the 1990s estimated global trade had come down to less than 5 million wild birds per year.

9. South Africa has been allowed to become a global hub for the wild-caught bird trade over the last few decades.

10. New hubs are springing up in the Middle and Far East as emerging markets fuel demand

Source : http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/02/01/african-grey-mafia-threatens-persistence-of-grey-parrots-in-the-wild/
11. From 2005 to 2010, the Democratic Republic of the Congo exported more than 3,100 individuals in excess of their CITES approved quota

12. In Cameroon from 2000 to 2005, exports averaged more than 3,700 birds in excess of their export quota

13. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) recently reviewed the status of the African grey parrot, and found these birds to be extinct in large portions of its former range and showing dramatic declines nearly everywhere the species still occurs.
14. The World Parrot Trust’s Executive Director, Jamie Gilardi say, “There is no excuse for inaction. CITES’ primary purpose is to protect wildlife from unsustainable trade. By any measure, the grey parrot trade is absolutely unsustainable. The situation is urgent and steps need to be taken this week to save these remarkable birds."

Source : http://www.birdchannel.com/bird-news/2012/07/25/world-parrot-trust-african-grey-trade.aspx
15. Estimates suggest that up to a fifth of the global population may be harvested annually to be sold as pets, though actual numbers captured are likely to be higher than those officially recorded, due to the number of birds that die during capture or transport, and due to illegal trade.

16. Worryingly, there also appears to be an increasing market for parrot heads and tail feathers, which are being harvested for purported medicinal purposes, and which are more easily stored and transported than live birds.

Source: http://www.arkive.org/african-grey-parrot/psittacus-erithacus/video-00.html
17. The African Grey Parrot is the world’s third most commonly traded wild bird species

Source : http://www.petwatch.net/browse_animals/birds/10-african_grey_parrot
CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES
Source : http://www.cites.org/eng/results.php?cites=AFRICAN+GREY+PARROTS
IUCN Red list classification : Vulnerable

Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/10103/0
K. The Sea Turtle

1. West Africa is home to some of the world's largest populations of sea turtles 
2. “In the western Atlantic and Pacific Ocean, populations of sea turtles have been falling dramatically in recent years," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, said in a statement

Source: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2001/08/0808_wireturtles.html
3. Sea turtles have existed for over 100 million years
Source http://www.conserveturtles.org/seaturtleinformation.php?page=whycareaboutseaturtles
4. Six of the seven sea turtle species are classified as threatened or endangered due to human actions and lifestyles and include entanglement in fishing gear, poaching and illegal trade in eggs, meat and shells

Source: http://www.seeturtles.org/1127/turtle-threats.html
5. A study published on scientific online journal Ecosphere, reveals leatherback nests at Jamursba Medi Beach in Papua Barat, Indonesia -- which accounts for 75 per cent of the total leatherback nesting in the western Pacific -- have fallen from a peak of 14,455 in 1984 to a low of 1,532 in 2011. Less than 500 leatherbacks now nest at this site annually.
6. "If the decline continues, within 20 years it will be difficult if not impossible for the leatherback to avoid extinction,"  said Thane Wibbels, Ph.D., a professor of reproductive biology at UAB and member of a research team that carried out the study.
Source: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/02/130226141233.htm
7. Hawksbill sea turtles, recognized for their beautiful gold and brown shells, have been hunted for centuries to create jewelry and other luxury items.
Source: http://www.conserveturtles.org/seaturtleinformation.php?page=shell_trade
CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES (All species)
Source : http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/info-books/sea-turtle/conservation.htm
IUCN Red list classification : Leatherbacks – Critically Endangered, Greens – Endangered, Loggerheads – Endangered, Hawksbills – Critically Endangered, Olive Ridleys – Vulnerable, Kemp’s Ridleys – Critically Endangered. 

L. The African Wild Dog

1. The African wild dog is considered to one of the most endangered mammals in the wild today.
2. Once numbering in the hundreds of thousands, the African wild dog is now one of the African continent's most endangered animals

3. It is believed that fewer than 5,000 wild dogs currently exist in the wild, and their range has declined from 33 to 15 countries. 
4. The largest populations exist in Botswana, Zimbabwe and Tanzania

Source: http://www.umich.edu/~esupdate/library/97.01-02/mamakos.html
5. The Wild Dog is South Africa’s most endangered large carnivore.
6. The total Wild Dog population in Africa is only between 3000 – 5000 individuals.

7. Wild Dogs are considered to be extinct in 23 countries in Africa.

Source: http://www.save-the-african-wild-dog.com/endangered-wildlife-trust-southafrica.asp.

CITES Status : Appendix I of CITES (All species)
Source : http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/african_wild_dog.html
IUCN Red list classification : Endangered
Source : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/12436/0
M. Shark fins


1. Shark finning is the practice of removing the shark fins after it has been caught during fishing. The fins are kept and the body of the shark is typically returned to the sea, often while the shark is still alive. Unable to swim or pass water across its gills, the shark dies from suffocation, blood loss or predation by other species. This is an incredibly improvident practice because 95% of the carcass, a source of protein, is wasted. Only the fins are kept because shark fins are now among the most expensive seafood items in the world 

2. The shark fin trade is the movement of the shark fins from the fishermen to the market to the consumer. More than half the world’s trade in shark fin goes through Hong Kong and in 2008, the world’s top exporters of shark fins (frozen and dried) to Hong Kong were Spain, Singapore, Taiwan, Indonesia, and United Arab Emirates (Oceana 2010). Imports of fins in Hong Kong have been growing at 6% per annum (Clarke 2004). 
3. “The IUCN Shark Specialist Group considers that shark finning threatens many shark stocks, the stability of marine ecosystems, sustainable traditional fisheries, food security and socio-economically important recreational fisheries”. SSG Finning Position Statement, May 2003.

4. Finning is illegal in several countries, requiring the fins be attached to the bodies of the shark or vessels’ landings must meet a certain ratio of fin weight to body weight that depends on the species and whether or not the carcass has been ‘dressed’. Despite attempts to regulate the practice, illegal shark finning still occurs and the capacity for enforcement in many countries is lacking. Finning has been reported in areas such as the Revillagigedos Islands, the Cocos Islands, the Marshall Islands, Costa Rica and Australia. Banning the practice of finning is a start but not a solution to the problem. Finning bans are difficult to enforce, especially on the high seas.

Source : https://www.sharksavers.org/en/education/sharks-are-in-trouble/finning-and-the-fin-trade/
CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES (whitetip shark, porbeagle shark and three species of hammerhead sharks to Appendix II)

Source : http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/african_wild_dog.html
IUCN Red list classification : Vulnerable whitetip shark, porbeagle shark and three species of hammerhead sharks

 Sources : http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/39374/0, http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/11200/0, 

IUCN Red list classification : Endangered: hammerhead sharks


Source: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/39386/0
N. The Internet-based Illegal Wildlife Trade

1. A wide range of species are available and openly advertised on popular websites around the world, including those derived from ‘high profile’ animal species, such as elephants, rhinoceroses, the tiger and marine turtles (Williamson, 2004; IFAW 2005; Wu, 2007; IFAW 2008)

2. Internet markets are flourishing, with eBay the most popular auction website visited by users worldwide (Anon., 2009b). In addition to auction websites, chat rooms on thematic websites also allow traders to advertise, communicate with customers and make deals for almost any products, including those derived from wild animals and plants.

3. Species are sold as live or whole, as well as products derived from them. Many of the rhinoceros horn and tiger products (apart from tiger ‘wine’) offered on Chinese-language auction websites are advertised as historical artefacts, with some sellers claiming to have documentation showing their provenance. However, the veracity of such documents is difficult to confirm. Many products derived from wild species are sourced from a wide geographical area, and these are not necessarily the countries where the website domains are hosted. For example, a TRAFFIC investigation into the use of Internet auction websites in the illegal ivory trade in the United States found some of the sites based in China (Williamson, 2004).
4. From July 2005 to February 2006, TRAFFIC found 4,291 unique advertisements offered by almost 2,000 sellers for CITES-listed species on the Chinese-language Internet, including auction websites and chat rooms in the thematic websites (Wu, 2007). Most of the sellers were individuals and not professional wildlife traders, which poses questions about their eligibility to sell CITES Appendix-I species within national borders. 

5. The authenticity of products cannot be tested because they exist in ‘virtual’ space and are not physically present. 

6. Sellers on the Internet are good at adapting strategies to evade detection, and some advertisements are hoaxes and fraudulent sales. According to a report from the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) of the United States, ‘non-delivery’ and ‘auction fraud’ have been the top two reported cybercrimes since 2005 (Anon. 2008).

Source : http://www.cites.org/eng/news/world/19/6.php
7. "The internet has without a doubt facilitated the huge expansion of illegal international wildlife trading over the last decade," said Crawford Allan, of the wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic

8. An investigation by the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW)highlighted the sale of 2,275 elephant ivory items on eight different eBay websites in a single week in 2007. The site subsequently banned such sales, but conservationists say sellers simply avoid using the word "ivory" in item descriptions.
9. In 2008 IFAW identified more than 7,000 wildlife products from threatened species being offered for sale in dozens of online auctions, forums and classified ads. Last year it found ivory worth £500,000 for sale on 43 sites based in the UK, France, Germany, Spain and Portugal.

10. IFAW, which has been working with Interpol, says organised wildlife criminals are becoming increasingly secretive online. The "deep web" has long been used by criminals in other spheres to evade law enforcement. Sites that are not accessible via search engines and which require software to access are used. Communications are bounced through large numbers of computers to maintain anonymity.

11. "Online wildlife trade is seen as a high-profit, low-risk activity by some criminals," said Kelvin Alfie of IFAW. "A lot is shifting from publicly accessible sites to dark corners of the web."

12. A report on the ivory trade in the EU to be published later this year by IFAW will highlight the use of tools such as mailing list servers, password-protected sites and encryption.

Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/sep/04/illegal-wildlife-trade-internet
13. The Director of The Last Great Ape Organisation (LAGA), Ofir Drori states, "We now realize that Internet wildlife fraud scheme is far organized than we had thought. Internet fraud is now a fast growing criminal activity in Cameroon", adding "We will continue to concentrate on more investigations in collaboration with authorities around the world with complaints of Internet wildlife trade and fraud in Cameroon"., following the arrest of  wildlife cyber criminals in Cameroon. 
Source: http://mail.africanconservation.org/wildlife-news/item/cameroon-south-another-internet-wildlife-fraud-arrested-2
O. Corruption and Wildlife Crime
1. Corruption may facilitate many of the crimes along the wildlife trade route, from poaching (e.g. illegal payments to issue hunting licenses, bribery of forest patrol officers), to trafficking (e.g. bribery of customs officials, illegal payments to issue export certificates, etc), to law enforcement (e.g. bribery of police officers and prosecutors to avoid investigations; illegal payments to manipulate court decisions). 
2. In addition, corruption and weak regulatory frameworks may offer several opportunities to criminal organisations to launder the proceeds of crime.

Source : http://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/answer/wildlife_crime_and_corruption

3. In the process of wildlife law enforcement in Cameroon with the support  LAGA  bribing attempts are document in 85% of field arrests operations and 80% of court cases with the legal system. 
Source : http://www.laga-enforcement.org/Corruption/tabid/180/Default.aspx
4. A global index which measured the countries’ environmental performance (EPI) showed that the more corrupt a country is perceived to be, the poorer is its environmental performance. 

5. Corrupt practices in these NGOs are undermining environmental protection and have a potential of leading to a precipitate collapse in public confidence in them. 

Source: http://www.laga-enforcement.org/Portals/0/Documents/Corruption/Fighting%20corruption%20to%20save%20the%20environment_Peh&Drori_Ambio_2010.pdf
6. Wildlife crime is one of the facets of the corruption problem
Source : http://www.laga-enforcement.org/Portals/0/Documents/Corruption/corruption%20vs%20enforcement.pdf
7. Corruption at local, regional and international levels obstructs prosecution of wildlife crime

8. Officials in some countries have been accused of colluding with organized criminals. 
9. High levels of corruption ease the transfer of goods through the region via official border crossings.

Source: http://inece.org/conference/9/proceedings/26_KaariaMuchiri.pdf
10. In this sector, corrupt officials have been observed issuing false government documents such as the CITES permits or overlook illicit consignments of endangered wildlife species for bribes

Source: http://www.laga-enforcement.org/Portals/0/Wildlife%20justice/PDF%206th%20Edition%20Wildlife%20Justice%20English%20%20.pdf

11. World leaders gathering in New York for the global body’s 67th annual meeting highlighted wildlife trafficking along with other severe threats to the rule of law such as corruption and drug running

Source: http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/9/25/un-recognizes-wildlife-crime-as-threat-to-rule-of-law.html
PART II

Facts about Wildlife

Facts about the elephant

Elephants are known as pachyderms along with hippos and rhinos. The name is derived from the Latin words for “thick” (“pachy”) and “skin” (“derm”) and means, quite literally, “thick-skin.”  Elephants are purely herbivorous. Elephants are the largest land mammals and live in very advanced social organisations requiring good levels of communication among between groups of individuals. Their social organisation is complex and determined by gender. While females live in the herds, males shall wander off.

The reason for strong communication levels is that their family units are constantly being divided and reunited and they meet a whole lot of different individuals every day. The family unit here is made of two or more related females and their offspring and this is the most important grouping. Family members of the group stay together for life. The family unit can range from 2-50 individuals and they interact in an organised and coordinated manner. They work as a team to chase off enemies and get resources and take care of their young. There is a marked joint parental care in herds as every suckling female will suckle any calf within the group. 
A herd is led by the dominant female or the matriarch who is the oldest member and consequently the wisest and most experienced. She takes decisions in matters of movement, safety and resource acquisition and protects the group by exposing herself to danger. Bond groups", otherwise known as a "kinship groups", are herds of related individuals who come together after an initial split of a larger group. Elephants also live in clans consisting of approximately 100 – 500 individuals and made up of a combination of families and bond groups that share the same home range. This happens predominantly in the dry season when resources are scarce. During migration, as many as 1000 individuals may aggregate together as a means of protection and dominance during the migration process.
Male bulls are not part of the family unit but either aggregate together or are simply solitary in nature. These herds are generally unstable. Males leave their family units when they are 12 – 15 years old. When bulls associate, they live within the confines of a hierarchical ranking order in a social structure. Leadership within a group is based on age and strength. The leaders in a group guards the front and rear of the herd. When a bull leaves or enters the group, adjustments and readjustments are made each time.  Bulls can aggregate with non natal members, don’t have any preferences for specific family units and wanders from one unit to the other searching for mating partners. This is highlighted during the period of musth. Musth in adult bull elephants is characterized by a significant increase in reproductive hormones (specifically testosterone) that results in strong changes in behaviour.  Bachelor herds are important for teaching young males how to become strong, adult bulls.  Adult bulls associate with female herds for breeding purposes only.

Communication

Communication is an essential aspect of social behaviour in elephants and this is achieved by the efficient use of all their senses. This is important as it enables a herd to keep track of their relatives, defending territories and alerting the group of danger, as well as conveying their reproductive state and associating females with their young prior to weaning. The functioning of the complex social organisation requires extensive communication to pass messages on the physical and emotional state of the individual and also to transmit intentions.
Thus, they require a long distance network of communication due to this fluid social system which can convey information about their physical and emotional state as well as transmitting their intentions. Elephants have a highly developed system of communication through sounds. Elephants produce a broad range of sounds from very low frequency, inaudible infrasound to soft rumbles, trumpets, snorts, roars, and even growls.  The low frequency, or infrasound, allows elephants to communicate across miles.  It is below the range of sound that the human ear can detect.  Elephants detect the low vibrations through their ears, feet, and trunk tip.  Special adaptations in each of these parts of the body pick up and transmit sounds to the hearing centres of the brain.

Elephants also possess one of the most well developed senses of smell in the animal kingdom. This keen sense of smell is used not only to locate food and water sources but also for communication.  Elephants detect and process many chemical signals in a wide variety of smells throughout their environment.  Sources of odours used in chemical communication between elephants include urine, faeces, saliva, and secretions from the temporal gland.

Did you know ?
· Elephants seem to remember individuals, places, and learned skills for years.  It really is true that “an elephant never forgets”.
· Elephants mourn their death. When they come across a fallen mate, they take a moment of silence,  touch the deceased remains with their trunks and occasionally carry away with them its ivory and bones.
· Bathing appears to be pleasurable and is essential to elephants. The trunks are used like a hose to spray water across the body. To help protect the skin from parasites and biting insects, elephants wallow in mud or spray dust on their wet skin. Once the mud and dust is dry, elephants rub against a hard surface, removing most parasites.
· Elephants sometimes snore when they are sleeping. They sleep for about 4 hours a day and two of those are spent standing. But when they sleep deeply, they lie on their sides and breath noisily.

· Young elephants knock down trees to show strength. They use their trunk and foreleg. Bulls in musth display a significant change in behavior and deep vocabulary of sounds, which signals strength and virility. These bulls will dominate a herd and are aggressive in warding off rivals.
· An elephant’s tusks are modified teeth.  They are an elongation of the second incisors and continue to grow throughout the life of the elephant.  Tusks are used for digging, debarking trees, moving objects, making contact with one another, intimidation in dominance displays and for general tools in elephant life.  

· Males use their tusks when sparring with each other and establishing dominance. Tusks are made of ivory, which is an incredibly dense form of bone.  It forms in a cross thatch pattern, making it very hard.

· The trunk is a modification of the upper lip and the nose combined.  At the end of the trunk are two finger like projections that are used to pinch and grip both small and large food items and objects.

· The trunk is an appendage of over 100 000 individual muscles, there is no other appendage in the entire animal world known to be as specialized as an elephant’s trunk.

· The trunk can also act as a resonating tube, producing the classic sounds of an elephant trumpet or the sounds of a subtle, reverberating communication rumble. Perhaps one of the most interesting and yet lesser known facts about an elephant’s trunk is that it is able to detect and distinguish smells several hundred times better than any dog on the planet!  Smell is one of an elephant’s greatest senses and it is all located in the trunk

Facts about the Chimpanzee

Chimpanzees are humans’ closest relatives, they share up to 98.6% DNA with man and in fact they are more closely related to humans than to the gorillas or orangutans.  Chimpanzees are all black and are born with pale faces and a white tail tuft, both of which darken with age. A peculiar feature of their head is the prominent ears with both male and females having white beards. Locomotion patterns include quadrupedal knuckle walking and occasional bipedalism. Chimpanzees are both terrestrial and arboreal. The average lifespan of chimpanzees is 40 to 45 years, though it is considerably longer for captive chimpanzees.
Social behaviour

Chimpanzees are social animals living in groups called communities or unit groups that can number up to 60 and in considerably lesser groups. Their social structure is described as “fusion-fission”, this means that they go around in small subgroups of up to 10 chimps, and memberships of the group is not static as new individuals join the group or members leave the group. At times, many of a community’s group members conglomerated in large excited gatherings orchestrated by fruit availability in the particular area or the coming to oetrus of a sexually popular female. While, individuals may switch groups on occasions, close, supportive and affectionate bonds develop between family members and other individuals in the community and this may last a lifetime. Their family bonds are very strong, especially mother-daughter bonds. Some individuals travel together more often than others – such as siblings and pairs of male friends. Contact is maintained between members of the scattered groups by means of the distance call: the pant hoot.

Females disperse from the natal group once they are mature and spend most of their time alone with dependent offspring. Males usually remain in natal groups, cooperate in defence of the community range and spend long periods of time in proximity to other males. Males will sometimes form coalitions with each other to support each other during conflicts with other groups. 
The alpha male occupies the top position in the male hierarchy that is ordered on more or less linear fashion. All adult males dominate all females that have their own hierarchy which is much less straightforward. The alpha male  is usually between 20 and 26 years old, making age the first determinant in occupying that position and other factors include physical fitness, aggressiveness, fighting skills, ability to form coalitions, intelligence and other personality traits. 
Males are given the responsibility of patrolling their boundaries for defence against neighbouring communities. They usually attack with extreme brutality when they meet such threats. Adolescent females are the only individuals who can move with total freedom between communities. They can move to new community on a permanent basis or may become pregnant and move back to their birth group.
Because there is a hierarchy system in chimp societies, most disputes within a community can be solved by threats rather than actual attacks. They use gestures and postures to indicate threat, such as: tipping the head, making hitting gestures, flapping hands in the air, swaying branches, throwing objects, and charging towards another. These gestures are often combined with vocalizations.

Infanticide also occurs within chimp communities. Male chimps sometimes kill infant chimpanzees, for a variety of proposed reasons, but it is most commonly thought to promote the female who he is mating with, to wean his offspring sooner and to ensure that the offspring is his

The chimpanzee diet consists mainly of fruit, but they also eat leaves and leaf buds, and the remaining part of their diet consists of a mixture of seeds, blossoms, stems, pith, bark and resin Chimpanzees are highly specialized frugivores . They supplement their mainly vegetarian diet with insects, birds, birds' eggs, honey, soil, and small to medium-sized mammals (including other primates).
Use of tools

The use of tools to obtain some foods has been documented. Sticks, rocks, grass, and leaves are all commonly used materials that are modified into tools and used to acquire and eat honey, termites, ants, nuts, and water. While these implements may seem too crude to be considered true tools, there certainly is evidence that forethought and skill are required to make and use them and lack of complexity should not detract from the fact that they are still tools . 
Chimpanzees have excellent mental maps of their home ranges and use these to locate food resources repeatedly. They may face predation from leopards and lions but this is occasional.

Did you know?
· In the wild, chimpanzees live in large groups of 15 to 120 individuals.  They communicate with one another through a complex, subtle system of vocalizations, facial expressions, body postures, and gestures

· It is difficult to know the exact number of chimpanzees in the United States, but it is estimated that 1,100 live in laboratories, while 300 are located in accredited zoos, 600 live in sanctuaries, and 250 are in private hands.  This last category includes chimps as pets, along with those that are in roadside zoos, entertainment.
· Chimpanzees in the wild have different cultures.  That is, different groups of chimpanzees that live in different parts of Africa have unique behaviours, tools, and traditions that are passed down from generation to generations
· In their natural habitats, chimpanzees are known to use plants with medicinal value to self-medicate themselves. 

· Like human infants, newly born chimpanzees are entirely dependent on their mothers for warmth, protection, transportation, and nourishment. During this time, they learn what to eat and what to avoid by watching their mothers and other adult chimpanzees

· Some chimpanzees have learned to “talk” using American Sign Language, symbols, and computer graphics.  Some have even combined signs to come up with new words.  When the famous sign language chimpanzee, Washoe, first saw a swan, she called it a “water bird.” Another chimpanzee, Moja, described Alka Seltzer as a “listen drink”
· Also like humans, chimpanzees have emotions similar to those we call joy, anger, grief, sorrow, pleasure, boredom, and depression.  They also comfort and reassure one another by kissing and embracing.

· Adult chimps are estimated to be at least twice as strong, and perhaps even seven times as strong, as humans. This trait is one of the reasons that people who have chimps as pets often end up giving their chimp to organizations and sanctuaries.

· Chimps have 32 teeth.
· Chimpanzees’ body temperature is the same as humans.
· Standing upright, an adult chimpanzee can be as much as 5 feet tall and weigh up to approximately 150 pounds.
· Chimpanzees not only have opposable thumbs, like humans, but they also have opposable big toes, so they can grab things with their hands and their feet.

· Even  though chimpanzees’ habitat is often near water, chimps cannot swim, due to the structure and density of their bodies.

· Chimpanzees’ senses of sight, taste, and hearing are similar to those of humans.

· While humans have blood types A, B, O, and AB, chimps have only A or O.
· Many older chimpanzees suffer from cardiac disease and take the same medications that humans take for heart conditions

Facts about the gorilla
Gorillas are ground dwelling herbivorous apes that inhabit the forest of Central African sub-region. They are the largest primates by size and have up to 98 % of DNA that is similar to humans making them the next closest relative to humans after the chimpanzees. Gorillas move by what is called knuckle-walking and can sometimes use bipedal walking for short distances while carrying food or in defensive situations. 
Gorillas live in groups called troops. The minimum group size for all subspecies is two individuals (usually a silverback and a female), except for males ranging alone, while maximum group size varies slightly for each subspecies .The maximum group size for mountain gorillas can exceed 20 individuals. Troops tend to be made of one adult male or silverback, multiple adult females and their offspring. However, multiple-male troops also exist. 
Silverback gorilla

The silverback is the center of the troop's attention, making all the decisions, mediating conflicts, determining the movements of the group, leading the others to feeding sites and taking responsibility for the safety and well-being of the troop. A silverback is typically more than 12 years of age, and is named for the distinctive patch of silver hair on its back, which comes with maturity. Silverbacks also have large canine teeth which also come with maturityYounger males subordinate to the silverback, known as blackbacks, may serve as backup protection. Blackbacks are aged between 8 and 12 years of age] and lack the silver back hair. The bond a silverback has with his females forms the core of gorilla social life. Bonds between them are maintained by grooming and staying close together. Females form strong relationships with males to gain mating opportunities and protection from predators and infanticidal outside males.
Both males and females tend to emigrate from their natal groups. For mountain gorillas, females disperse from their natal troops more than males. Mountain gorillas and western lowland gorillas also commonly transfer to second new groups. Mature males tend to also leave their groups and establish their own troops by attracting emigrating females. Male mountain gorillas sometimes stay in their natal troops and become subordinate to the silverback. If the silverback dies, these males may be able to become dominant or mate with the females. This behavior has not been observed in eastern lowland gorillas. In a single male group, when the silverback dies, the females and their offspring disperse and find a new troop. Without a silverback to protect them, the infants will likely fall victim to infanticide. Joining a new group is likely to be a tactic against this. However, while gorilla troops usually disband after the silverback dies, female eastern lowlands gorillas and their offspring have been recorded staying together until a new silverback transfers into the group. This likely serves as protection from leopards. All-male troops have also been recorded.

Communication
Twenty-five distinct vocalizations are recognized, many of which are used primarily for group communication within dense vegetation. Sounds classified as grunts and barks are heard most frequently while traveling, and indicate the whereabouts of individual group members. They may also be used during social interactions when discipline is required. Screams and roars signal alarm or warning, and are produced most often by silverbacks. Deep, rumbling belches suggest contentment and are heard frequently during feeding and resting periods. 

Tool use
Gorillas just like chimpanzees use tools for example using of a stick to gauge the depth of water before crossing and using of a bridges to cross. 
Did you know?
· Like humans, gorillas have individual finger prints. Just like humans, the finger prints of every gorilla is unique and no two match each other.

· Their eye colour is dark brown, framed by a black ring around the iris.
· Similar to humans, the leading cause of death in gorillas is cardiovascular disease.]
· Gorillas are non-aggressive and apprehensive species that do not attack humans, unless there are provoked. However, they are often perceived to be aggressive animals.
· Nose-print of every gorilla is also unique

· It is believed that the HIV/AIDS infection can be transmitted through the body of the western lowland gorilla, alongside the other transmission causes. 

· On average, a gorilla can survive in the wild for about 35 years but it can live for more than 50 years, if well cared for, in captivity. 

· Contraceptives have the same effect on gorillas as they have on humans. 

· Gorillas do not sleep at the same place for more than one night

· Gorillas have the ability to hold things in their hands as well as their feet. 

 
Facts about the lion

Lions live in a pride of 2 -18. They may be up to 40 but the norm is 15. Closely related adult females (mothers and daughters, sisters and aunts) live in the pride accompanied by a dominant male in a coalition of other males or the dominant male is alone.  It is the most social of all the big cats. They cooperate in hunting preys (usually buffaloes, zebras, wildebeests, gemsbok, hartebeest, warthog, impalas and the gazelle). They synchronise the births of their young ones also known as cubs that grow up together with the mothers suckling each other’s cubs and defending them from strange males who may kill the cubs for the females to come to oestrus to enable them mate. Female cubs stay in the natal pride for all of their lives and males on the contrary move out when two to four years old. They roam around feeding and growing big and strong for they shall need these qualities when taking over female prides for copulation. These takeovers are really violent.  Gaining new males is usually a traumatic event for a pride. New males will chase and kill any cubs, subadults, or even adult females if the females do not mate with them. If their cubs have been killed, the females are generally ready to mate soon after, and so this cub killing or infanticide ensures that any cubs born subsequently will be the offspring of the new males. 
The male lion is distinctively different from the lioness principally because of its mane which  is a very intimidating part of the lion.  Lions have to defend their territory and their manes especially when dark can very intimidating to other lions. The male lions defend their territory against other males while the females do so against other females and males. 
Males seldom live longer than 12 years in the wild while females sometimes reach 16 or older. Even when an old female loses most of her teeth the pride will wait for her and share with her, as long as she can keep up. When males are old, they are ousted from the pride by younger and stronger males. Exiled males can steal from most other predators but if they have to hunt on their own they fare poorly and often get terrible wounds from kicks and horns. When they lose their teeth or health, or, indeed, when they lose a team-mate they soon die

By killing the dominant male in the pride, hunters set off a chain reaction of instinctive behaviours in which the subsequent dominant male kills all the offspring of the previous dominant male lion. It is estimated that six to eight feline deaths results from each dominant male that is shot.
Did you know?

1. The lion’s worst enemy is the porcupine. When the lion tries to sniff the porcupine, its sharp quills often ends up with one or more stuck in its jaw for life.
2. Among the cat family, the lion is the only one with a tasselled tail, this serves more than mere aesthetics as it is used to signal to other members of the pride, messages such as directions “this way” or invitations “come hither”.
3. The lion’s claw is retractable and this helps maintain the big cat slice and dice capabilities by preventing injury during play. 
4. The lion’s back teeth or carnassals work like a pair of scissors and it is used handily when cutting meat. Though the teeth help cut up meat, lions swallow it in chunks as they cannot chew. 
5. Male and females greet each other with a rub. The act is meant as a means of bonding, as lions leave scent markings on each other during the process. 
6. Lions are very athletic animals and can jump on the back of an elephant and can climb a tree when the necessity is felt. 

Facts about the Rhino
Rhinos live in home ranges that sometimes overlap with each other. Feeding grounds, water holes and wallows may be shared. The black rhino is usually solitary. The white rhino tends to be much more gregarious. Rhinos are a rather ill-tempered and have become more so in areas where they have been constantly disturbed. While their eyesight is poor, which is why they will often charge without apparent reason, their sense of smell and hearing are very good.
The rhinoceros is a large mammal native to Africa and Asia. There are five species of rhino found in the world with 3 out of the 5 species of rhino now considered to be critically endangered. The rhino is thought to be the second biggest land mammal in the world behind the African elephant.

The five species of rhinoceros are the white rhino (which is the largest species of rhino) and the black rhino which are both native to Africa and are only really distinguished in size as they look fairly similar. The Indian rhino, the Sumatran rhino and the Javan rhino are all native to Asia and are much smaller in size than the white rhino and the black rhino of Africa.

The rhino averages about 1.5 tons in weight, and the rhino has a tough skin that is roughly 1.5cm thick. It also has a large horn in the middle of its face and some species of rhino have a second smaller horn above the larger one.

The rhinoceros is a herbivore and eats grasses, leaves, shoots, buds and fruits in order to gain the nutrients that the rhino needs to grow and survive. The average rhinoceros regularly gets to about 60 years old in the wild particularly seeing as they have no real predators apart from human poachers. The rhino is also known to have a fairly small brain in comparison to their large size.

The rhinoceros is generally found in thick forests and savannas where there is plenty of food to eat and lots of cover for the rhino to hide in. Although the rhino is a herbivore, they are known for their aggressive nature and will often charge towards oncoming predators in order to scare them away. Most rhinoceros individuals that are killed by poachers, are caught out when they are quietly drinking from a water hole and therefore drop their guard. The black rhino is a solitary animal only coming together when they do have to mate while the white rhino only successful breeds when they are in a small group. 
Did you know?
· The rhinoceros is a large, primitive looking mammal that in fact dates from the Miocene era millions of years ago. In recent decades rhinos have been relentlessly hunted to the point of near extinction.

· They have an extended "vocabulary" of growls, grunts, squeaks, snorts and bellows. When attacking, the rhino lowers its head, snorts, breaks into a gallop reaching speeds of 30 miles an hour, and gores or strikes powerful blows with its horns. Still, for all its bulk, the rhino is very agile and can quickly turn in a small space.
· Rhinos can grow to over 6 feet tall and over 11 feet long.

· The longest known rhino horn was 4 feet 9 inches long. 

· Rhinos make their own sun block by wallowing in mud and letting it dry. The dried mud also protects them from some blood sucking insects.
· The rhino has a symbiotic relationship with oxpeckers, also called tick birds. In Swahili the tick bird is named "askari wa kifaru," meaning "the rhino's guard." The bird eats ticks it finds on the rhino and noisily warns of danger.

· Black rhinos fight each other and have the highest rate of death among mammals in fights among the same species. Fifty percent of males. 
· Black rhinos run on their toes and can go as fast as 35 mph.
· Rhinos use an intricate system of breathing exhalations in addition to grunts and squawks for communication

· Rhinos have lived on earth for 50 million years.
· The black rhino's prehensile upper lip can not only pick a small leaf from a twig but can open gates and vehicle doors. 

· The rhino is well known for having extremely poor eyesight
Facts about the Cheetah

The cheetah is the fastest land animal running to speeds of up to 120 km/h and is the smallest of all the big cats. The cheetah has a small head with high-set eyes and its body is spotted allover except for the underside.  The cheetah’s dress is adapted for camouflage while hunting. Male cheetahs tend to be slightly larger than females and cheetahs compared to other felines are generally streamlined. 

One particularity of the cheetah is that unlike other big cats, it cannot roar but it can purr. Other big cats cannot purr. 

There are several geographically isolated populations of cheetah, all of which are found in Africa or south western Asia. The cheetah thrives in areas with vast expanses of land where prey is abundant. The cheetah likes to live in an open biotope, such as semi desert, prairie, and thick brush, though it can be found in a variety of habitats. In Namibia, for example, it lives in grasslands, savannahs, areas of dense vegetation, and mountainous terrain.

Females reach maturity in twenty to twenty-four months, and males around twelve months (although they do not usually mate until at least three years old), and mating occurs throughout the year. After ninety eight days of gestation female cheetahs give birth to cubs that shall become independent as from 13 to 20 months. Their mother walks off them and they constitute a group called the sibling group constituting about two or three individuals. About six months later the female quit the group and the males continue together and this is for life. Males are often social and may group together for life, usually with their brothers in the same litter; although if a cub is the only male in the litter then two or three lone males may form a group, or a lone male may join an existing group, Males mark their territory by urinating on objects that stand out, such as trees, logs, or termite mounds.

Unlike males and other felines, females do not establish territories. Instead, the area they live in is termed a home range. These overlap with other females' home ranges, often those of their daughters, mothers, or sisters. Females always hunt alone, although cubs will accompany their mothers to learn to hunt once they reach the age of five to six weeks.

While the other big cats often hunt by night, the cheetah is a diurnal hunter. It hunts usually either early in the morning or later in the evening when it is not so hot, but there is still enough light. The cheetah kills its prey by tripping it during a chase, then biting it on the underside of the throat to suffocate it; the cheetah is not strong enough to break the necks of most prey. The bite may also puncture a vital artery in the neck.

Because cheetahs rely on their speed to obtain their meals, any injury that slows them down could essentially be life threatening.
Did you know

· Cheetahs have a wide range of vocalisation.
· Chirping: When a cheetah attempts to find another, or a mother tries to locate her cubs, it uses a high-pitched barking called chirping. The chirps made by a cheetah cub sound more like a bird chirping, and so are termed chirping, too.
· Churring or stuttering: This vocalization is emitted by a cheetah during social meetings. A churr can be seen as a social invitation to other cheetahs, an expression of interest, uncertainty, or appeasement or during meetings with the opposite sex (although each sex churrs for different reasons).

· Growling: This vocalization is often accompanied by hissing and spitting and is exhibited by the cheetah during annoyance, or when faced with danger.

· Yowling: This is an escalated version of growling, usually displayed when danger worsens.

· Purring: This is made when the cheetah is content, usually during pleasant social meetings (mostly between cubs and their mothers). 

· They usually avoid fighting and will surrender a kill immediately to even a single hyena, rather than risk injury

· In much of its former range, the cheetah was tamed by aristocrats and used to hunt antelopes in much the same way as is still done with members of the greyhound group of dogs.

· Unlike some other cats, the cheetah is born with its characteristic spots. 

· The cheetah hunts by vision rather than by scent.
· When sprinting, the cheetah's body temperature quickly elevates. If it is a hard chase, it sometimes needs to rest for half an hour or more.

· The cheetah devours its catch as quickly as possible before the kill is taken by stronger predators.

Facts about the African Leopard 

African leopards inhabited a wide range of habitats within Africa, from mountainous forests to grasslands and savannahs, excluding only extremely sandy desert

African leopards exhibit great variation in coat colour, depending on location and habitat. Coat colour varies from pale yellow to deep gold or tawny, and sometimes black, and is patterned with black rosettes. The elegant, powerfully built leopard has a long body, relatively short legs and a broad head. Its tawny coat is covered with dark, irregular circles called "rosettes

Leopards are generally most active between sunset and sunrise, and kill more prey at this time and they are well known for their adaptability as far as prey species are concerned. About 92 prey species have been observed and they equally adapt their diet to the local availability. Leopards often cache large kills in trees, a behavior for which great strength is required. There have been several observations of leopards hauling carcasses of young giraffe, estimated to weigh up to 125 kg (280 lb), i.e. 2–3 times the weight of the leopard, up to 5.7 m into trees.."

Leopards eat small hoof stock such as gazelle, impala, deer and wildebeast. On occasion, they may also hunt monkeys, rodents and birds. They often bring their prey up into the branches of a tree to eat it and protect it from other predators and scavengers. Both lions and hyenas will take away a leopard's kill if they can. To prevent this leopards store their larger kills in trees where they can feed on them in relative safety

When a leopard stalks prey, it keeps a low profile and slinks through the grass or bush until it is close enough to launch an attack. When not hunting, it can move through herds of antelopes without unduly disturbing them by flipping its tail over its back to reveal the white underside, a sign that it is not seeking prey.

Leopards are basically solitary and go out of their way to avoid one another. Each animal has a home range that overlaps with its neighbour’s; the male's range is much larger and generally overlaps with those of several females. A leopard usually does not tolerate intrusion into its own range except to mate. Unexpected encounters between leopards can lead to fights. 

Leopards growl and spit with a screaming roar of fury when angry and they purr when content. They announce their presence to other leopards with a rasping or sawing cough. They have a good sense of smell and mark their ranges with urine; they also leave claw marks on trees to warn other leopards to stay away. 

Leopards continually move about their home ranges, seldom staying in an area for more than two or three days at a time. With marking and calling, they usually know one another's whereabouts. A male will accompany a female in oestrus for a week or so before they part and return to solitude.

Female leopards can give birth at any time of the year. They usually have two grayish cubs with barely visible spots. The mother hides her cubs and moves them from one safe location to the next until they are old enough to begin playing and learning to hunt. Cubs live with their mothers for about two years—otherwise, leopards are solitary animals.

Did you know?
· Leopards are very agile, and can run at over 36 miles per hour, leap over 20 feet and jump up to 5 feet. 

· Leopards are found throughout most of Africa and Asia from the middle east to the Soviet Union, Korea, China, India, and Malaysia. Leopards live in a variety of habitats including forests, mountains, grassland and deserts.

· They are very agile and good swimmers. 

· Originally thought to be a hybrid of the Lion and the Jaguar, the Leopard has been the subject of much genetic confusion and wasn't really distinguished properly until just over 100 years ago. Some of the confusion is thought to come from the 

· Black Panther  that is a leopard that has a completely black coat of fur, with occasional faint markings. 

· There were many records of their presence near major cities. But already in the 1980s, they have become rare throughout much of West Africa 

· When human settlements are present, leopards often attack dogs and, occasionally, people.

· Leopards are strong swimmers and very much at home in the water, where they sometimes eat fish or crabs.

· Leopards have long been preyed upon by man. Their soft, dense, beautiful fur has been used for ceremonial robes and coats.



Facts about the Hippo

The hippopotamus is a large semi-aquatic mammal that is found wallowing in the rivers and lakes across sub-Saharan Africa. Despite its appearance, the hippopotamus is actually thought to be most closely related to whales as the two are thought to have had a common ancestor that existed roughly 54 million years ago. Also known as the common hippopotamus, it is one of two hippo species that are found on the African continent with the other being the solitary and forest-dwelling pygmy hippopotamus which is only found in western Africa and is now critically endangered. 

Hippopotamus live in groups and there are usually 10 to 30 hippos in a herd. It’s not just the mother Hippo that looks after her babies but also the other females in the bloat take turns in looking after them. The baby Hippo matures at an age of 7 and females reach their reproductive age by 5 to 6 years.
The hippopotamus has an enormous grey barrel-shaped body that can measure up to five meters in length and weigh more than four tonnes, and which is held up by short and stocky legs. One of the hippopotamus's most distinctive features is their enormous jaws which contain two long canine teeth (tusks) which can grow up to 50 cm long and are used for fighting. Due to the fact that the hippopotamus spends most of its life resting in the water, they have a number of excellent adaptations to aid their semi-aquatic lifestyle including four webbed toes on each foot that help with swimming and walking on slippery banks, and the eyes, ears and nostrils of the hippopotamus are situated on the top of its head. This means that when the hippopotamus's body is immersed in the water, they are still able to see, hear and breathe whilst keeping cool in the hot sun.

The hippopotamus is always found close to water and tends to prefer areas close to grasslands, where they feed during the night. 
The hippopotamus spends up to 18 hours a day in the water to keep cool but when darkness falls, they venture out onto land and follow well-trodden paths to their feeding grounds, before returning to the water in the morning. The hippopotamus is one of the largest and most feared animals in Africa as both males and females are known to be incredibly aggressive at points. 
The hippopotamus tends to live in small herds containing between 10 and 20 individuals that are comprised of females with their young. The herd is led by the dominant male who will fiercely guard his stretch of river bank from both intruders and rival males, threatening them by opening his enormous mouth to expose the half meter long tusks. If this fails, the two will fight and deadly injuries often being caused. Although the dominant male will allow other males to enter his territory providing they are well-behaved, he holds the breeding rights with the females in the herd.

After a gestation period that lasts for around eight months, the female hippopotamus gives birth to a single calf generally during the rainy season. Although like many other activities (including mating) the hippopotamus often gives birth in the water, it is not actually that uncommon for their young to be born on land. The female protects her calf fiercely and it rides on her back to keep it safe. Although young males will become more independent and find their own patch of bank to patrol, females will join a herd of other females and young but despite this seemingly sociable behaviour, they do not seem to interact socially and will even graze on their own when they leave the water at night.

The hippopotamus is a herbivorous animal meaning that despite its enormously long and sharp teeth, they are vegetarians.. When they come onto land at night, hippo's may travel up to 5 km during the night to get to their feeding grounds which they do by following paths that are marked with dung. Oddly enough, the hippopotamus doesn't even use its large canines for eating at all but instead has strong lips that are used to clip the grasses and cheek teeth which then grind them up. Despite its large size, the hippopotamus only eats around 40kg of food a night as it uses very little energy whilst floating in the water for most of the day. 
The Hippopotamus is one of the largest mammals on the African continent and although mature adults are much harder for predators to kill, they are still preyed up by a number of predators throughout the wetlands including big cats such as the lion, the hyena and to an extent the crocodile but this predation concerns principally young or sick individuals.  It is because of this that females are thought to congregate in herds as larger numbers are more intimidating to hungry carnivores. The hippo is also threatened by people not only from the loss of their natural habitats, but also from hunting. The hippos has been hunted by people for both its meat and its teeth which are made of ivory. Since the ban on trading elephant ivory, the number of hippos killed for their teeth has risen dramatically.


Did you know?


· The name hippopotamus comes from the Greek "hippos," meaning horse, these animals were once called "river horses." But the hippo is more closely related to the pig than the horse. The closest relations of the hippopotamus are surprisingly cetaceans such as whales and dolphins
· Hippos spend most of their day in water close to shore lying on their bellies. In areas undisturbed by people, hippos lie on the shore in the morning sun.

· The name hippopotamus means ‘river horse’ and is often shortened to hippo.
· The hippopotamus is generally considered the third largest land mammal (after the White rhinoceros and elephant).
· Resting in water helps keep hippopotamuses temperature down.

· Although hippos might look a little chubby, they can easily outrun a human and are capable of reaching 30mph when running.
· Hippos can be extremely aggressive, especially if they feel threatened. They are regarded as one of the most dangerous animals in Africa.

· Hippos typically live for around 45 years.

· Hippos are the only mammals that produce pink milk; 
· Hippos give birth to their babies under water to protect them from falling; as soon as the baby is born it swims upward to catch air. So the first thing that the hippo’s baby learns is swimming. A new born baby weighs about 42 kg 

· The milk of a Hippo can also be ejected below the surface of the water, unlike other mammals. The baby hippos take a deep breath, close their ears and nostrils and then tightly wrap up their tongue around the teat and suckle their mother’s milk.   

· The earliest pippopotamus fossil is believed to be found 16 million years back in Africa. It has an age span of 40-45 years.
· Usually when hippos yawn it is a threatening sign by them. The texture of the teeth is similar to the tusks of the elephants, that means they are also made up of ivory and they can grow up to 1 foot. 

· Hippos cannot jump but they can easily outrun humans and on average run at a speed of 30 k/h. It is categorized among the most aggressive species of the world as it has killed the most number of humans as compared to other the animals.

· Their senses are so keen that even submerged in water, the hippo is alert to its surroundings. By closing its ears and nostrils, the adult can stay under water for as long as six minutes.
· Newly born hippos are relatively small, weighing from 55 to 120 pounds, and are protected by their mothers, not only from crocodiles and lions but from male hippos that, oddly enough, do not bother them on land but attack them in water
· Compared to other animals, hippos are not very susceptible to disease,
· Hippos cannot sweat, so the skin easily dries up in contact with sun. A pink oily substance is secreted to combat this. This substance combats sunburn and has anti-bacterial properties. 
The Giant Pangolin
According to one study, as many as 50,000 pangolins lived wild in China in 2000. They are now gone, and China has started draining its neighbours of the needle-nosed creatures, with smugglers bringing in thousands every year from Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia and Malaysia.
The giant pangolin is the giant among eight species of pangolin and because of its size therefore it is called the giant pangolin and can measure up to 1.8 m in length. This animal is also called the scaly anteater and the whole length of its body is protected by scales which is a formidable defence structure.

The giant ground pangolin is an elusive nocturnal species that passes the day hidden under plant debris or out of sight deep in its burrow. Come nightfall it typically goes in search of ant and termite mounds in order to feed upon the multitudinous residents teeming within​​​. Resting on its broad, heavy tail it uses its powerful claws to tear open the mounds and its long, sticky tongue to probe the cracks and tunnels for the nutritious quarry Naturally, the frenzied insects swarm the pangolin, but thick skin, tough eyelids, closable nostrils and internal ears are effective adaptations to the otherwise painful stings and bites .

Pangolins are normally solitary but occasionally a male and female live together in the same burrow with their offspring. Little is known about pangolin breeding biology, except that females usually carry the developing embryo for around 140 days before giving birth to a single young. The new-born is nursed by the female for three to four months and will accompany her on foraging bouts riding on the base of the tail.
The giant ground pangolin earns its name for being the largest of eight species 

CITES Status : Appendix II of CITES (All species)
Source : http://www.arkive.org/giant-ground-pangolin/smutsia-gigantea/
IUCN Red list classification : New Threatened

Source : http://www.arkive.org/giant-ground-pangolin/smutsia-gigantea/
Facts about the African grey parrot
This bird is famous for its intelligence and its ability to mimic human speech and has been a very popular bird. These charismatic parrots are our most important ambassadors, charming people around the world with vocabularies of up to 200 words and advanced cognitive abilities. The bird feeds on a number of fruits, seeds and nuts with special interests in nuts of oil palms. It has the ability to travel long distances for search of fruits. The African grey parrot often roosts in large groups, and forms large, noisy flocks, the birds calling to each other with a variety of squawks, whistles, shrieks and screams, both at rest and in fligh. In addition to its ability to mimic human speech, this parrot has also been found to mimic other bird and mammal calls in the wild. The nest of the African grey parrot is generally a simple cavity, high in a tree Two to three eggs are usually laid, and hatch after an incubation period of between 21 and 30 days, the young leaving the nest around 80 days later. Captive African grey parrots may live for up to 50 years.

The African grey parrot has a wide distribution across tropical Africa, from south-eastern Côte d’Ivoire east to Kenya and Tanzania, and south to Angola (2), including populations on the islands of Príncipe and São Tomé .
The African grey parrot inhabits both primary and secondary lowland moist forest. It has also been observed at forest edges and clearings, and sometimes occurs in mangrove forest, gallery forest, savanna woodland and in cultivated areas. The African grey parrot is often found in areas of oil-palms on which it likes to feed, and commonly roosts in raphia palms overhanging watercourses, or on offshore islands.
The African grey parrot occurs in a number of protected areas such as Salonga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo. This park is a World Heritage Site and the largest tropical rainforest reserve in Africa, although political instability there makes protection difficult. However, despite trade being monitored to some extent under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), current levels are considered unsustainable and the African grey parrot is now in decline.

Facts about the African wild dog

The African wild dog is long-legged, with massive jaws and very large, erect bat-like ears. Although it resembles some domestic dogs, it differs in that it has four toes on each foot instead of five.

The Latin name for the African wild dog means “painted wolf,” which aptly describes the colorful coat of dark brown, black and yellow patches. Wild dogs have bushy tails with white tips that may serve as a flag to keep the pack in contact while hunting.
Wild dogs live in packs of six to 20. If the pack numbers fall below six, hunting efficiency is eroded. The dogs have a peculiar rather playful ceremony that bonds them for a common purpose and initiates each hunt. They start circulating among the other pack members, vocalizing and touching until they get excited and are ready to hunt. They start the hunt in an organized, cooperative manner. When prey is targeted, some of the dogs run close to the animal, while others follow behind, taking over when the leader gets tired. They can run long distances, at speeds up to about 35 miles per hour.

Of the large carnivores, wild dogs are the most efficient hunters – targeted prey rarely escapes. They tear the flesh until the animal falls, consuming even if it is still alive. This behavior may prejudice people against them, although in reality it may be no worse than the prolonged kills of other carnivores. Apart from its undeniable bloodiness, the remarkable aspect of  their hunting is the complete lack of aggression toward each other. Wild dogs have a social hierarchy but unlike many other social animals, there is little obvious intimidation. They have elaborate greeting rituals, accompanied by twittering and whining. Their large range of vocalizations includes a short bark of alarm, a rallying howl and a bell-like contact call that can be heard over long distances.

They usually hunt in the early morning and again in late evening, prettying on gazelles and other antelopes, warthogs, wildebeests calves and rat and birds. They may raid domestic stock, but as wild dogs seldom stay in one place for long, this damage is not extensive

A nuclear pack of about six dogs usually consists of one dominant breeding pair and several nonbreeding adult male helpers. Occasionally another female in the pack forms a subordinate breeding pair with one of the other males..

The hunting members of the pack return to the den where they regurgitate meat for the nursing female and pups. Although litters are very large, very few pups survive. Sometimes the dens are flooded, or the pups die from exposure or disease. When pack numbers are reduced, hunting is not as efficient and adults may not bring back sufficient food for the pups. The entire pack is involved in the welfare of the pups; both males and females babysit the young and provide food for them.

Throughout Africa wild dogs have been shot and poisoned by farmers, hunters and, at one time, by rangers who considered them as bloodthirsty raiders of livestocks and dispersers of wild herds. As the numbers of these wild dogs dwindle, they become more mysterious, elusive and enigmatic, reappearing suddenly in places they have not inhabited for months and then vanishing again a few days later. Even though protected in parks and reserves, wild dog populations have declined to the point that packs may no longer be viable. In some areas they are close to extinction.

Did you know?
· No two wild dogs are marked exactly the same, making it easy to identify different individuals. Why such a pattern should develop, and how it serves the hunting dog, has long intrigued scientists. 

· Wild dogs are usually on the move over a very large range, covering for example, some 900 square miles in the Serengeti. After a litter is born, however, they will limit their travelling and hunting to areas closer to the den.

· They are also referred to as the Cape hunting dog, painted Dog and hyena dog
· Usually twice as many males are born. 
· Unlike many other species, the female offspring leave the natal group when they reach maturity, not the males

Facts about the Sea Turtle
Sea turtles are one of the Earth's most ancient creatures. The seven species that can be found today have been around for 110 million years, since the time of the dinosaurs. The sea turtle's shell, or "carapace" is streamlined for swimming through the water. Unlike other turtles, sea turtles cannot retract their legs and head into their shells. Their colour varies between yellow, greenish and black depending on the species.

It is difficult to find population numbers for sea turtles because male and juvenile sea turtles do not return to shore once they hatch and reach the ocean, which makes it hard to keep track of them. Sea turtles spend most of their lives in the water, where not much information can be gathered on their behaviour. Most of what is known about sea turtle behaviour is obtained by observing hatchlings and females that leave the water to lay eggs. Sea turtles, like salmon, will return to the same nesting grounds at which they were born.
Sea turtles are found in all warm and temperate waters throughout the world and migrate hundreds of miles between nesting and feeding grounds. Most sea turtles undergo long migrations, some as far as 1400 miles, between their feeding grounds and the beaches where they nest.

Very few animals actually feed on sea grass and the sea turtle is one of them. Sea grass like terrestrial grass needs to be cut short to be healthy. It needs to be cropped short rather than just growing longer blades so that it can grow across the ocean bottom.

Sea turtles and manatees function like grazing animals to crop the grass which helps maintain the health of beds of the sea grass. Recent studies have shown that there have been decreases in the areas of sea grass beds. This decline may be connected to declining numbers of sea turtles.

The importance of sea grass beds lies in the fact that they are breeding and developmental grounds for many species of fish, shellfish, and crustaceans. The loss and extinction of grass sea beds would lead to the loss and extinction of many species of marine life that humans harvest as food.

This would in effect lower the levels of materials available to the food chain. This would eventually lead to a chain reaction that would lead to many more marine species being lost. This state of affairs would result to an inevitable impact on humans.

If sea turtles go extinct this will result in the severe decline of sea grass beds. All animals depending on their survival upon the sea grass beds will also be impacted. 
Did you know?
· Sea turtles are reptiles

· Sea turtles come in all different sizes. The largest is the leatherback which can grow up to 6 feet long and weigh well over 1,000 pounds! The smallest are the olive ridley and the Kemp's ridley turtles. They grow to around 2 feet long and 100 pounds.
· Like other turtles, sea turtles have a hard shell that acts as armour and protects them from predators. The top side of the shell that we see is called the carapace

· Sea turtles have flippers that enable them to swim well. These flippers can also help propel them on land, but not very well, making sea turtles easy prey to predators on land. The front flippers are used to propel the turtle through the water while the back flippers are used for steering. Sometimes the back flippers are used for digging holes where the turtle lays eggs.

· Many sea turtles can hold their breath for over 30 minutes.

· Leatherback sea turtles have been known to dive over 1000 feet deep in the ocean.

· Sea turtles don't need a supply of fresh water. They can live off of the water they get from their food.

· Sea turtles sometimes look like they are crying. These tears are from special glands that allow them to get rid of extra salt they get by living in salt water oceans.

· The fastest turtles are the leatherbacks which have been known to swim at speeds of over 20 miles per hour
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